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Bourton on the Water Primary School
School Hill, Bourton-on-the-Water, GL54 2AW
': 01451 820458 admin@bourton.school
CoHeads: Mrs Lindsay Connor & Mrs Jo Kilbey
Friday 16th October 2026
Newsletter

Dear Parents/Carers, 
Welcome back, 
We hope you enjoyed the longer half term break. It has been a calm, relaxed week back with lots happening already. We have enjoyed a dance at the FOBs Disco, Y5/6 have been active at the football tournament, Y5 have worked together in Forest School and many classes have enjoyed Amaze Days. 

As the 2 week half term was a change to school’s usual practice, we just wanted to address again our reasons behind this and evaluate, alongside stakeholders, in order to plan forward. 

We reiterate to you that the decision was not made quickly and without the consideration of you as parents and families and the potential impact it may have had on you. We are an Academy; this gives us the autonomy to change our policies and procedures. We can be forward thinking and flexible in order to overcome issues that we face as a school and best support the needs of our pupils and families moving forward. We make these changes using an ongoing process of discussion, consultation and continual evaluation of impact. 

One of our reasons for the two week break was considering our younger pupils, by half term Reception pupils are tired, they become ill and this can impact their ability to access their learning and continue to make positive progress. This can negatively impact their first experience of school and potentially remain with them longer term. Current reception attendance data is positive at 96.3% compared to 93.4% this time last year. 
Illness hits many of our pupils and staff during this term. This affects attendance and it can dip. The longer-term impact on pupils can mean there are gaps in their knowledge and they can find it more challenging to move forward.  Our current school attendance is positive at 96.1% compared to 94.7% this time last year. 
We also have had many families who continue to take unauthorised holidays throughout the year during term time. As we know, attendance at school is crucial to a pupil’s longer-term outcomes and future success. Our percentage for unauthorised attendance currently is positive at 0.9% compared to last year at 1.7%.

We have continued to develop and improve our holiday club provision. We offered this for the full 2 weeks, including the INSET days, and are pleased that many more families used this. We will ensure that this continues to be provided during all holiday periods. 

Finally, we acknowledge that many families have pupils in different schools. We do consult local schools and discuss options with them. We do need to also understand that children at different ages need different things. October is a crucial time in secondary school for mocks and revision. Therefore, it may not be appropriate for them to have 2 weeks off at that time.  We have spoken to many parents this week and feedback has been positive with many reporting the benefit of having some time with younger children while older ones were still at The Cotswold School. 

With all the above in mind. Our plan is to continue to consider a 2 week October half term next year. Term dates for next year will be published on our web site next week. 

Mrs Connor and Mrs Kilbey
Co- headteachers
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