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Aims and Objectives:
Literacy is taught at Bourton-on-the-Water Primary Academy so that pupils can:
· Have strong foundations within handwriting and spelling in order to free up working memory and become fluent, confident and creative writers.
· Use oracy to compose their sentences and aid their learning so that children can elaborate and explain clearly their understanding. 
· Have meaningful writing experiences and a chance to explore topics they enjoy in order to develop a love of writing.
· Develop a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and the structures of written and spoken language.
· Write clearly, accurately and fluently for a range of contexts, genres, purposes and audiences.
This policy is intended to ensure consistency across the school in terms of the teaching of writing and should enhance learning by:
· Clearly setting out teaching practices and the framework around which writing is taught.
· Setting expectations around planning, delivery, marking and assessment,
· Emphasising a commitment to the success of all pupils, ensuring that no pupils are left behind.

Agreed Procedures for Teaching and Learning:
Teaching Writing: 
· Handwriting:
· Handwriting is taught daily outside of normal phonics/literacy lessons. 
· To build strong foundations, teaching of correct letter and number formation begins early in reception using the RWI letter formation format and continues into KS1. When children have mastered print handwriting they will begin to learn joined handwriting following the RWI handwriting scheme.
· Early on children are taught routines that support a comfortable writing position and enable them to write legibly. Children are reminded of our ‘ready to write’ routines throughout the day and across the school.
· From reception, children are taught how to hold the pencil using the tripod grip. Children who have difficulties with fine motor are provided with resources and/or equipment and activities to support them and if required additional handwriting intervention.
· Adjustments are made for left-handed writers to aid their handwriting.
· All adults expect consistently high standards of handwriting and provide good models of handwriting across the curriculum.

· Spelling:
· Phonic/ spelling lessons take place four times a week.
· Children begin learning how to spell in reception using the RWI scheme. Children who have completed the RWI scheme will move on to the English National Curriculum’s statutory spelling rules relevant to their phase with children tested every week.
· KS2 children are assessed regularly and organised into small groups within each phase.
· Spelling lessons include tasks that allow children to practice and apply what they have been taught- this includes learning common exceptions words, dictations and opportunities to explore the morphology of words.
· Common exception words are assessed in September and at Easter to check whether children are on track to spell National Curriculum word lists correctly.
· Children who struggle with spelling are identified and are provided with the relevant support.

· Main Literacy lessons:
· Literacy lessons take place daily and follow the Bourton-on-the Water teaching model structure.
· 9 to 12 pieces of independent work (no T support) are assessed each year and SPS grids highlighted with these judgements.
· As a school we understand the importance of talk and how valuable it can be for our writing. Because of this, children begin to compose simple sentences orally from reception. This continues as children progress throughout the school as they are encouraged to ‘think, nest and write’ their sentences and discuss their ideas as a class.
· Children are also encouraged to read aloud their writing to check that it makes sense and identify any errors.
· All adults explicitly model written language structures when speaking by rephrasing or extending what children say. They use prosody to model stress and intonation of language.
· Teaching vocabulary is prioritised across all curriculum areas. Where appropriate this vocabulary will reflect Tier 3 words associated with a specific topic or tier 2 words. 
· Model texts are used to develop children’s awareness of written structures and techniques.
· Teachers develop children’s writing strategies through modelled and shared writing.
· Children are given sufficient time for planning, writing and editing their work with an emphasis on quality over quantity.
· Children who have gaps within their literacy knowledge are identified immediately in lessons during live marking, at the end of lessons and throughout a unit of work. 
· SEND:
· Children with a Literacy Myplan, Myplan+ or EHCP target will have their needs met through QFT and adaptive teaching practices- such as typing opportunities or additional scaffolds. Where appropriate, or if deemed necessary, they will receive 1:1 or small group intervention.

The teaching of writing will be monitored by:
· Pupil and teacher voice.
· Observing Literacy lessons.
· Observing handwriting lessons.
· Observing spelling lessons.
· Planning and book looks.
· Writing moderations.
· Monitoring independent writes.
· Monitoring the impact and success against SPS grids termly.
· Judging the attainment of pupils at the end of each key stage (SATs results) and progress made by other groups.
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