	Understanding the World
	Birth to 3
	3-4 year olds
	4-5 year olds
	ELG

	Past and Present
	
	Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history.
Talk about photos and memories of their past
Encourage children to retell what parents have told them about their life story and family

Begin to understand that the past was different.
Share a range of stories set in the past
Discuss images from the stories
How does it look different?
Small world tuff tray
	Talk about members of their immediate family and community.
Circle time
Class discussions
Share your own information and compare to the children’s situations
Share photos of them and their family
Use books to show all families are different

Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 
Discuss people in their family and in the local community in circle time
Listen to their own experiences with people who are familiar with them
Do they know the difference between sets of grandparents etc?

Comments on images of familiar situations in the past.
Images, photos, stories, artefacts – explain the similarities and differences
Visit local areas for hands on experiences (Greystones Farm, model village, motor museum)
Compare old vs modern parts of school, housing in the village, transport, toys, changes in jobs (clothing)
Role play museum
Chronology of photos of their lives

Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past.
Range of stories – fiction and non-fiction
Images in stories
Character differences
St George’s Day
Diwali – story of Rama and Sita
Chinese New Year
Small world tuff tray
	Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.

Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.

Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.

	People, Culture and Communities
	Notice differences between people.
Talk about how we look (use mirrors)
Model positive attitudes about differences
Resources to reflect differences














Make connections between features of their family and other families.
Use various resources to look at other families and how they live
Compare photos of our families
	Continue developing positive attitudes about the difference between people.
Resources to reflect life in modern Britain (books, displays, small world dolls house)
Encourage children to talk about differences between people and similarities between families and communities
Talk positively about different appearances, skin colours and hair types etc
Celebrate a range of cultural and religious festivals
Images of their own celebrations (christening / birthday)
Discuss places of worship – visit our church

Know there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.
Use books and displays in their learning environment
Discuss holidays they might have been on
Ask questions about each other’s families
Stories set in other countries
Use a range of resources (props, puppets, dolls and books)
Discuss there are other countries – can they name any?
What is around us? Bourton is a village, towns that are bigger than Bourton, but a bit further away (Cheltenham / Cirencester etc)
	Draw information from a simple map.
Use aerial photographs / simple maps to locate objects in ‘real life’
Physical objects on maps (increase vocabulary)
Familiarise children with name of road / village / town
Aerial views of school setting (images / videos)
Recognise buildings, open spaces, roads and other simple features (river)
Draw simple maps of immediate environment or story settings

Understand that some places are special to members of the community.
Circle time and class discussions
What is important in the village for them?
Visit the churches / war memorial / Greystones Farm
Invite visitors from different religions / cultures to share their experiences with the children

Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.
Eid
Diwali
Christmas
Chinese New Year
Easter
St. George’s Day
St. David’s Day
St. Patrick’s Day
St. Andrew’s Day
Weave opportunities for engagement with religious and cultural communities
Begin to build a rich bank of vocabulary linked to these different cultures

Recognising some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.
Know the 4 countries of the UK before we compare to further afield
Use images, video clips, shared texts / stories to bring the wider world into the classroom
Introduce new vocabulary
Compare food, weather, clothing, music etc
	Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.

	The Natural World
	Explore and responds to different natural phenomena in their setting and on trips.
Playing in the rain
Looking for minibeasts
Welly Walk










Explore natural materials, indoors and outside.
Provide different materials for exploration (sand, mud, water, leaves, sticks etc)
	Explore collections of materials and identify similar and different properties of the materials using a wide vocabulary.
Outdoor natural environments (including seasons/weather)
Hands on exploring and starting to use their senses
Collections of materials and resources
Equipment used effectively (magnifying glasses etc)

Explore how things work.
Mechanical equipment
Wind up toys
Cogs
Explore forces pull and push
Pulleys
Pegs and boards

Plant seeds and care for growing plants and animals.
Concepts of growth, change and decay
Plant seeds
Grow plants / bulbs
Life cycle of a butterfly
Care for animals and living things
Introduce vocabulary

Explore and talk about different forces they can feel.
Pushing against water
Stretching elastic
Snapping a twig
What can’t we bend?
Explore magnetic forces


Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Changing materials into different states; cooking, melting etc
Explore how different materials float and sink
Investigate shadows
Introduce vocabulary
	Explore the natural world around them.
Recognise environments are different
Use stories / non-fiction / pictures to compare and contrast environments around the world
Outdoor play and exploration
How do we care for the natural world?
Rhymes, singing and poems
Draw pictures of observations of plants and animals
Observe and interact with natural processes

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.
Encourage children to observe the natural world
Children to describe and comment on any observations
Positive interaction with the outside world
Name and describe some plants and animals children are likely to see
Growing plants
Caring for pets
Talk about the life cycles of animals

Understand the effect of changing  seasons on the natural world around them.
Name the 4 seasons
Understand the differences between the seasons in temperature
Understand the differences to the environment based on plants and animals
Weather chart / discussion about weather
Stories / non – fiction 
Observe the changes in the natural world over the seasons

Start to understand there are changing states of matter.
Explore non-contact forces (gravity / magnetism / floating & sinking)
Explore and discuss changing states (freezing / melting)

Begin to understand the 5 senses are all different.
Name the 5 senses
Explore the difference between the senses
Use the outdoor provision to enhance these experiences
	Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.

Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.




