	Expressive Arts and Design
	Birth to 3
	3-4 year olds
	4-5 year olds
	ELG

	Creating with materials
	Explore different materials, using all their senses to investigate them.



Make simple models which express their ideas.




Use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different materials.

Playdough
Junk modelling
Sand play
Water play
Free craft




	Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.

Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to express them, thinking about how they can join the materials and textures.

Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent objects.

Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details.

Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises.

Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear etc.

Explore colour and colour mixing.

Recognise colours / choose colours for a purpose
Begin to use primary colours to make secondary colours
Use thick paintbrushes
Print with blocks, sponges, potatoes, fruit etc
Start to draw (pea/potato) people
Draw things that they observe and simple things from memory (cat / house etc)
Use glue sticks independently and glue spreaders with support
Add other materials to develop models (glitter, sand, stickers etc)
Add additional textures (bumpy, smooth etc)
Beginning to weave (on fences with long material)
Build walls to create enclosed spaces (towers, roofs etc)
Manipulate playdough in different ways (roll, cut, pinch, squash, splat and explain vocabulary)
	Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.

Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them.

Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills.

Mixing colours to make new colours
Add white or black paint to alter shade of colours
Use a range of brushes
Use thin brushes to add detail to paintings
Independently select additional tools (stamps, rollers, cotton buds, sponges etc)
Create patterns or meaningful pictures when painting
Beginning to draw self-portraits, landscapes and buildings etc
Joins items in a variety of ways (cellotape, masking tape, string, glue etc)
Knows how to improve models (twisting, scrunching, bending, rolling, folding etc – use correct vocabulary)
Use improved vocabulary to describe – textures, size, colour etc
Weave / simple sewing (Binka, scoobie strings etc)
Build models which replicate those in real life using a variety of construction resources, loose parts, blocks, junk modelling etc
Make something with clear intentions
	Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.
 
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used.

Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.

	Being imaginative and expressive
	Explore a range of sounds-makers and instruments and play them.

Express ideas and feelings through making marks, and sometimes give a meaning to marks they make.


Using different mark making resources (shaving foam, gloop etc)
	Take part in simple, pretend play.

Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment.

Make imaginative and complex ‘small words’.

Use flexible and open ended resources wherever possible
Uses own experiences to develop storylines (going on a bus / boat / to the shops etc)
Participates in small world play related to stories or rhymes
Creates and uses small world set ups
Begins to work with a friend, copying ideas and developing skills together

Listen with increased attention to sounds.

Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings.

Remember and sing entire songs.

Create their own songs or improvise a song around one they know.

Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas.

Respond to music
Talk about how music makes them feel
Copies basic actions and beginning to learn short dance routines or actions
Sings a selection of rhymes / songs from memory
Sings in a group and tries to keep in time
Able to name a range of instruments
Plays a given instruments to a simple beat
Begin to make their own music by exploring their bodies and natural resources
Play sound matching games
Clap or tap to music and songs
Start to listen to songs and use instruments from different cultures
Record children performing and watch their performances back

	Develop storylines in their pretend play.

Adapt and use familiar narratives to develop storylines
Use / make props to support role play
Enhances small world with resources that they pretend are something else
Creates ideas collaboratively, sharing ideas with peers and developing skills further

Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses.

Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody.

Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.

Make music – making and following rhythms
Understand emotions through music and can describe music in simple terms (happy, sad etc)
Move to music, to the beat / rhythm
Learn dance routines
Selects own instruments and plays them in time to music
Know how to use wide range of instruments
Sing in a group and by themselves
Sings a selection of songs / rhymes from memory
Make music using our bodies and natural resources
Share and perform a wide range of music and songs from different cultures
Share a range of instruments from a range of cultures
Record children performing and watch their performances back
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	Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher.

Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs.

Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music.




